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Course Description: 

This course is designed to meet the needs of all students and builds upon the seventh grade curriculum to prepare students for high school. The study of literature explores all genres, including short story, poetry, novel, non-fiction, fiction and drama. The novels selected serve as a focus for discussion, projects and writing assignments. Major themes for eight-grade reading is coming of age, and the selections help prepare students to make effective choices in life. Speaking skills are also developed in literature circle discussion and other oral communications assignments. 

Students engage in the writing process and produce a variety of writing pieces with special emphasis to answering open response question, analytical writing, and literary analysis which will help students prepare for the PARCC, NWEA and Selective Enrollment Assessments. Instruction continues in grammar, spelling, and sentence structure within the context of students’ writing. Students maintain a writing portfolio in an effort to maintain their own growth and development in composition. Students will be expected to complete much of the work outside of the class with a minimum of directions, reserving class time for discussion and editing. Many class lessons are contingent on homework completion; therefore, students will assume more responsibility for their learning. The grade eight curriculum is designed to provide students with the background to achieve success in grade nine. 

Essential Questions:

1. How does literature help student appreciate the past, understand the present, and plan for the future? 

2. How does the study of authors’ styles help students appreciate and recognize literary and writing techniques?

3. How does “coming of age” literature prepare students to make effective choices in life? 

Course Objectives: Students will:

· Craft a multi-paragraph essay with a well-developed thesis statement using evidence from test and documenting MLA style of writing. 

· Develop note-taking skills using cornel note style. 

· Write effectively using the criteria established in the six-trait rubric (see attached).

· Use more sophisticated language conventions.

· Explore elements of the short story and create work of fiction.

· Read, learn and appreciate a variety of literary works including short stories, novels, poetry, drama, memoir, and non-fiction. 

· Practice public speaking in small and large group classroom settings. 

· Build on existing vocabulary through literature.

· Balance time for efficiently.  

Class procedures:

Agenda: Agendas you keep organized. When the bell rings at 8:45 AM you should be sitting in your assigned seat copying the objectives and homework assignments for the in your planner. If you loose you agenda you must set up an agenda/homework sheet in the front of your binder. 

Attendance: all students are expected to be in class each day. Your grade is determined by classwork, homework, participation, as well as individual and group assignments. If you are absent it is your responsibility to find out the missing assignment. I will NOT notify you of you missing assignment. For every excused absence you will have an additional day to make up the work. For example, if you have an excused absence on Monday then your missing work will be do at the beginning of class on Wednesday.
Absent Student Procedure

1. Go to the student folder section of the room to find any notes, handouts, or assignments from the day(s) you missed in your student folder. 

2. If you have any questions, see Ms. Georgopoulos before you leave school that day. 

3. ALL missed assignments should be completed and turned in for full credit no later than two days from the day you return to school. Any assignment that is not turned in by the deadline will be considered a late assignment and 10% will be deducted for everyday it is missing. 

Homework Policy: Late work is unacceptable! This is how it works:
· Homework is due at the beginning of class.

· If a student has not completed the work, he/she will be required to complete the missing work outside of regular class hours for 10 % less f the original grade. Each day the assignment is missing 10% will be deducted. 

· Parent/guardian will be notified. 

· Two or more missing assignments in one week will result in detention. 
· Missing assignment will result in loss of participation points 

Binder Policy

You are required to keep an updated Language arts binder with 8 tabs. These tabs should be: 

1. Vocabulary

2. Grammar 

3. Notes

4. Writing

5. Essays

6. Poetry 

7. Test/quizzes  
8. Other 
Journaling

You will be required to keep two journals. 

First:  for your personal use. You will be required to take 10 minutes three times per week something that I prompt you with and if not, it can be about whatever you prefer.  It can be about how you are feeling, something exciting that happened or questions that you may have. Remember this is a way for you to express your self. I will collect these journals every Friday and put them on grade book. ***Note- because of our classroom size I will be reading five journals per week and rotate accordingly. This does NOT mean that I will not be checking to see that you have completed the assignment. Remember a paragraph consists of 5-6 complete sentences. 
Second: reading journal. You are expected to read 30 minutes per night (novel of your choice). That is 150 minutes per week. You are to write a one paragraph summary everyday. Every Friday the journals will be collected and graded. This is a MAJOR part of your grade and cannot be made up. DO NOT fall behind! 

BATHROOM PASSES
**There are no bathroom passes in my classroom. You need to take care of that before school, during passing time, lunch/recess, or after school. 

**If it is an emergency (i.e. personal reasons with a doctor’s excuse, called from the office), notify me discreetly, and you will receive a bathroom or hall pass. 

FOOD/DRINK POLICY
**NO food is allowed in class unless you are rewarded a special privilege. You may bring water to drink, but no other beverage is allowed.
**Any food or beverage that is accessed in my classroom will be confiscated. 

ABSENT FOR A MAJOR PROJECT/PRESENTATION
Students have ample time and knowledge for major assignments. So, if a student is absent on the due date of a major project, the student must make arrangements to have the assignments turned in, otherwise it is considered late and will not receive full credit. 

EXTRA CREDIT
All extra credit assignments are optional and counted toward test scores. You may complete up to three extra credit assignments every Quarter. You may NOT choose to complete more than one assignment from each category! In order for you to get credit for your extra credit assignment you MUST follow ALL directions. If you do not, then you will not receive any credit. *See attachment for extra credit assignments and due dates.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND PLAGIARISM
The definition of Academic Dishonesty is clearly explained in the Student Code of Conduct. Please read this section. This policy includes copying of another student’s work, and plagiarizing work from the Internet or other printed source (Note regarding copying: if a student allows another to copy his/her work, that student is also guilty of academic dishonesty and subject to disciplinary action). Students will not receive credit for assignments completed with academic dishonesty. 

Test taking is a very serious matter. During tests or quizzes, there is NO COMMUNICATION. NO EXCUSES. You can raise your hand if you have a question regarding the test. If you communicate, in any way, without permission, I will take away your test and you will receive an “F”. Remember, you may look down for meditation, you may look up for inspiration; but you may not look to your neighbor for information! 

Class Time: During class you should only be focused on what I am teaching. I do not want to see/hear toys, grooming tools such as brushes or make-up, games, IPods, or any other electronic equipment. You should not be working on any other homework unless I have given you permission to do so. You should not be writing notes to friends. I WILL TAKE AWAY ANYTHING THAT YOU BRING INTO THE CLASSROOM THAT YOU ARE NOT SUPPOSED TO HAVE. CONFISCATED ITEMS WILL ONLY BE RETURNED TO A PARENT OR GUARDIAN. 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS 

1. Be Prompt – Be seated and silent at the bell. When you enter the classroom, you should begin working immediately. Copying down your objectives and agenda.

2. Be Prepared – Bring any text(s) and necessary materials to class every day and have them ready on your desk including your check in check out sheet.  

3. Be Productive – Follow instructions the first time they are given. 

4. Be Polite – Allow one person to speak at a time. Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak or leave your seat. 

5. Be Patient –with each other and with the teacher. 
Entering and exiting the classroom: No student may enter the classroom without permission. Once permission is granted to enter the classroom, you may walk to your seat silently and begin writing down your objectives and agenda for the day. Do not start packing your bag when I am talking. I will dismiss you, not the bell. You will not be dismissed until everyone is sitting silently. Please push your chair in before exiting the classroom. 

Tardies: You must be in your seat when the bell rings or you are tardy. If you come into the room after the bell has rung, you must have a pass or I will enforce a consequence. 
Substitute Teachers: If I am absent, I expect that you will treat the substitute teacher, each other, our classroom, and our materials in the classroom with respect. Any negative student behavior that is reported to me will result in a parent conference and a severe consequence. 

MATERIALS (You MUST bring these everyday!) 

1. ***Please purchase the following Novel, we will begin reading second week of school. Animal Farm by George Orwell 
2. 2 college rule loose leaf paper

3. 8 individual college rule notebooks. (Do Not purchase 1 notebook with 5 tabs) 
4. Large 3 Ring binder

5. 8 dividers for binder  

6. 2 – 2 pocket folders with prongs 
7. 2 sets Index cards (standard size) 

8. Pencils, sharpened

9. 2 pens, blue/black,

10. 1 red pen 
11. 2 highlighters, multicolored 

12. Agenda/student planner 

13. 2 boxes of tissues 

14. 1 roll of paper towels

15. 1 hand sanitizer
Art Teacher Supply Request 
1. Crayola 24 color crayon box

2. Crayola 8 color washable marker set

3. 4 oz bottle of glue

4. 1 glue stick

5. 3 pencils

Content Outline
Instructional Minutes
Literacy/Reading:

45 Minutes

Grammar: 


20 Minutes

Vocabulary: 


20 Minutes

Writing: 


40 Minutes

Social Studies: 


35 Minutes

Total Instructional Minutes = 
160 daily minutes 
Vocabulary
Every Monday you will be given 15 new vocabulary words. You will be given the entire week to learn and define the vocabulary words in the vocabulary section of your binder. On Friday the vocabulary words along with the definitions will be graded and a post test will be administered. 
Writing Expectation

You are expected to write the following pieces: narrative, literary analysis, expository, persuasive, open response, and poetry.
English Language Arts Extra Credit Opportunities

All extra credit assignments are optional and counted toward test scores. You may complete up to three extra credit assignments every Quarter. You may NOT choose to complete more than one assignment from each category! In order for you to get credit for your extra credit assignment you MUST follow ALL directions. If you do not, then you will not receive any credit. 
The assignments are due the last day of each quarter. See the due dates bellow:  
· Friday, October 28, 2016
· Friday, January 27, 2017
· Friday, March 31, 2017
· Friday, June 2, 2017
5 point
1. Annotations – Photocopy two chapters of your novel, annotate on the printed sheets (NOT ON THE NOVEL). 

2. Pick a graphic novel to read and complete a one page, double spaced, 12pt Times New Roman font, summary of the story. Make sure to cite your source and follow MLA formatting.
3. Pick 5 literacy terms or concepts we have covered in class (idiom, simile, metaphor, first person, prepositional phrases, etc) and provide the exact definition along with 2 examples of each.
4. Pick an article from our “For or Against” Literacy Circles binder, choose a side and write a one page argumentative essay stating your position. Make sure to cite your source(s) and follow MLA formatting.
10 point
1. An Important Person―Write about a person who has made a significant impact in your life and explain how and why. This should be a minimum of 2 pages, double spaced, 12pt Times New Roman font. 

2. Read about an author you have enjoyed and list 15 facts about this author. Make sure to cite your source(s) and follow MLA formatting. Wikipedia is not a source!
3. Write 10 questions and interview a parent or another adult about what life was like for them as a teenager. This should be a minimum of 2 pages, double spaced, 12pt Times New Roman font.. Make sure to cite your source(s) and follow MLA formatting.

4. Pick a short story that we have read in class, re-write the first paragraph and then create your own story. This should be a minimum of 2 pages, double spaced, 12pt Times New Roman font. Make sure to cite your source(s) and follow MLA formatting.
20 Point Assignment
1.  Go to a museum, live performance or learning venue.  Bring a brochure or ticket stub and write a one page summary of your experience. Make sure to cite your source(s) and follow MLA formatting.
2.  Read a fiction book of 100 or more pages.  Summarize the story and then write about how the book's characters, themes or ideas impacted you as a person. Make sure to cite your source(s) and follow MLA formatting.
3. Watch a documentary of your choosing (available on Netflix or to rent from your local library) and write down 50 facts that you learn while watching the documentary. You must cite the source and give a brief one paragraph summary along with your fact sheets. Make sure to cite your source(s) and follow MLA formatting.

4.  Watch a current or previous Presidential Debate. Write down all of the key topics raised during the debate and then two points that each candidate made in relation to each key topic. Write one complete paragraph describing the candidate who won the debate in your opinion. This should all be in your own words and not a direct quote from the candidates. This should be a minimum of 6 topics discussed in debate, 12pt Times New Roman font. Make sure to cite your source(s) and follow MLA formatting.
