Lord of the Flies

Chapter 7 Close Read: Shadows and Tall Trees: Base Reading 1
Ralph wondered about a bath. Ralph looked the others over. They were all dirty.

This was normal now. He looked out to sea and followed the waves. They traveled the length of the island.   On the other side of the island, one could dream of being rescued.  Not here.

Simon spoke, “You’ll get back.” Ralph searched Simon’s face. “You’re batty.” Simon shook his head. “No, I’m not. I just know you’ll get back.”  

Roger called. They set off. They went slowly.  When they stopped, Ralph leaned against a tree and daydreamed.  They had lived in a cottage. You could go indoors and look out of the window. In the dream, everything was all right.

Suddenly, there was a creature with tusks.  Ralph flung the wooden stick. The boar swerved. Ralph was full of pride. “I hit him!  That was the beast!”  Jack said, “ That was a boar. Look.” On his arm was a rip. 

 “I hit him,” said Ralph. Robert snarled like a boar. Soon they were all jabbing at Robert. Jack shouted. “Make a ring!” Robert squealed. Ralph jabbed at Robert. All at once, Robert was screaming.  Jack had him.  The chant rose, “Kill the pig!”  The circle cheered. 

Maurice said, “We could do it properly.”   “You want a pig,” said Roger.   “You want a real pig,” said Robert, “because you’ve got to kill him.”  They walked on.
Jack led and Ralph dreamed again as he walked.  They tried to cross through the forest but in the end they had to jump a gully.   

Later, they walked until the rocks became a cliff. Ralph thought of the littluns and Piggy. “Someone’s got to go and tell Piggy we’ll be back after dark.” Simon said to Ralph. “I’ll go.” 
Ralph looked back at Jack and said. “Where does this go?” “The mountain,” said Jack. “You want to go to the mountain?”

Ralph sighed. “There won’t be enough light.” Ralph led the way. It was like being in a dark tunnel. Ralph decided,  “We’ll climb tomorrow.” Jack replied., “I’m going up the mountain to look for the beast—now.  Coming?”  So, they started up the mountain. 

They climbed in the darkness.  Jack vanished then re -appeared. “I saw something.”  “You imagined it,” said Ralph.   “Over there, see?” Ralph could not see anything.  

1. The author makes reference to the past and to the future in this chapter.   Which character is thinking about these things?

2. What, in particular, does he remember in the past?  How does it make him feel?
3. What, in particular, does he think about in the future?  Who else is part of this conversation?
