“My Mother Pieced Quilts”   

 Guided Reading Questions for 

1. Stanza 1—What are quilts usually used for?  
a. What consonant sounds are repeated in these lines?  
b. How does the word “just” in the first line set up the rest of the poem?
2. Stanza 2—Quote the words the speaker uses to make the quilts seem like they’re alive?

3. Search the whole poem.  List all the fabrics the speaker’s mother used to piece quilts.  Where did these fabrics come from?

4. Stanza 3—List the verbs.  What feeling(s) or idea(s) do these verbs suggest when you consider them all together?

5. Stanza 4—how is the mother’s quilt-making compared to the way she cared for her children “at night”?  
6. Stanza 5—what words does the speaker use to compare her mother to a painter? 

a. Why do you think she makes this comparison?

7. Stanza 5—What time in the mother’s life might the line “corpus Christi noon when my father held your hand” refer to?

8. Stanza 6—What are testimonies? 
a. How are the quilt pieces “separate testimonies”?

9. Stanzas 8 and 9—In your own words, what is the speaker expressing/saying in the last two stanzas of the poem?  
a. What is the tone?
10. Consider the whole poem.  How are the seasons brought into the poem?  What is the purpose or effect?
