Animal Farm Essay Questions – Timed Writing 

You are required to respond to ONE of the following essay prompts to the best of your ability. Manage your time carefully! Your response should have a clear introduction, supporting points WITH text evidence support and a clear conclusion.  Writing should explain and elaborate all points and draw an intelligent conclusion.  Your final conclusion should be obvious in a concluding paragraph.  Be specific in your examples by using clear, concise language in your sentences.  When using quotations from the novel, please cite the page number of that quote. Content and flow of thought is what will be evaluated for the most part.  You may make a quick outline or web to help organize your thoughts before you start your essay. 
Possible Essay Selections 
1. The pigs became the leaders, and the other animals accept them because the pigs are the cleverest.  Should intelligence be the primary qualification for leadership?  What other qualities are important for a leader to have?

2. One of the themes of the novel is that people’s ignorance can contribute to their political and social oppression.  How does the animal’s behavior in the novel support this theme?

3. Another theme of Animal Farm is that power corrupts those who possess it.  How does Orwell bring out this idea through the character of Napoleon?
4. The animals rebel against Jones because he made them work long, hard hours and generally neglected or abused them.  How is all this IRONIC in light of the end result?
5. Using your knowledge of the novel and the Russian Revolution, analyze Orwell’s subtitle, “A Fairy Tale.”  Why was this an important title to be included with the book?
